Treatments of non-parasitic giant hepatic cysts.
This retrospective study presents the results of surgical treatments for large cyst of the liver over 10 cm in diameter in 9 patients diagnosed and treated at Kurume University Hospital. There were 8 women and 1 man, with an average age of 71.6 years. Although the chief complaints were abdominal pain or fullness, 1 had obstructive jaundice due to biliary compression by a large cyst. Cyst size ranged from 10 cm to 27 cm. There are several treatment modalities for giant hepatic cyst, such as cyst resection, unroofing, and sclerotherapy after cyst drainage. Operative procedures in the patients reported here were surgical resection of the liver cyst in 3 patients, unroofing with ethanol sclerotherapy in 1 patient and laparoscopic treatment in 2 patients. Sclerotherapy after percutaneous transhepatic cyst drainage was performed in 3 patients because their general condition was poor. There were no postoperative complications among these patients. Costs varied among the patients and depended mainly on the method of treatment and period of hospital stay. We discuss operative procedures and costs of treatment of each patient and review the literature.